
 
 

 

 
April 26, 2016 
 
North Foothills Transmission Project: 
Potential hazard warning – spacer damper failure  
 
As part of an ongoing commitment to safety, AltaLink is advising you that pieces of equipment called 
spacer dampers must be replaced along its North Foothills Transmission Project (NFTP) transmission 
line. You are receiving this information because you have been identified as being near the NFTP 
transmission line and we are asking for your help to let us know if you notice anything unusual related to 
the spacer dampers.  
 
A spacer damper connects two wires at intervals between transmission towers to reduce movement in 
adverse weather conditions by preventing the two wires from contacting and damaging each other. 
Spacer dampers are attached to the two wires with clamps and secured by bolts. The picture below is an 
example of a spacer damper installed on a transmission line. 

 
 
AltaLink is replacing all spacer dampers on the line after finding pieces of one failed spacer damper on 
the ground. Clamp bolts did not remain secure and one side of the clamp released from the wire, 
resulting in a portion of the spacer damper falling to the ground. The picture below is an example of a 
spacer damper in a failed condition. 
 

 
 



 
 

 

AltaLink is working to inspect all spacer dampers along the line. Immediate activities in the area may 
include low-level helicopter flight inspections, ground level inspections and crews accessing the line 
from service trucks.  
 
A detailed replacement plan is being developed and a schedule for replacement will be communicated 
to landowners. AltaLink believes that the replacement of all spacer dampers on the NFTP line will be 
complete by the end of April 2017. 
 
There is a possibility that a spacer damper, or parts of a spacer damper, could fall to the ground from 
the overhead transmission wires. AltaLink asks that you, as a landowner/leaseholder or as a person that 
might otherwise have access to the right-of-way, please avoid walking along or under the right-of-way 
until the inspection and remediation process is complete. If circumstances are such that you must cross 
and/or walk along the right-of-way, please avoid crossing under and walking in areas below the spacer 
dampers. 
 
If you encounter any pieces of spacer dampers on the ground, please contact right-of-way access 
coordinator Jeff MacPhee at 403-614-2313 and AltaLink will retrieve the pieces, conduct further 
inspections, and address any further remediation that may be required. Please do not pick up or move 
the pieces because seeing them in their original location will allow AltaLink to more easily identify the 
line section from which the space damper fell. 
 
If you notice a spacer damper that appears to be in the failed position outlined and shown above, please 
contact Jeff MacPhee.  
 
AltaLink will contact you again when its inspections and a detailed replacement plan are complete. 
AltaLink apologizes for any inconvenience this work may create, and thanks you for your cooperation in 
advance as it works to maintain the safety of the transmission system.  
 
AltaLink appreciates your help in letting us know if you see anything unusual regarding the spacer 
dampers. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact AltaLink at 1-877-380-0303 or 
landowner.advocate@altalink.ca. 

 
 
Sincerely,  
Mark Johns 

 
Landowner Advocate 
 


